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Political sciences

American Sources of Information
on the Islamic Republics of
Central Asia and the Caucasus

Saleh Al Khatlan®

This paper aims to study American sources of information on the Muslim
republics of central Asia and the Caucasus. These republics have long been
neglected by Arab scholars, especially during the period of Soviet rule. The
paper reviews the development of the study of central Asia and the Caucasus
in the United States before and after the end of the Soviet rule. At first,
American scholars made use of European studies. American academic
interest in the Muslim republics has risen after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. This can be seen in the increasing number of books and studies,
conferences and seminars, establishing post-graduate programs in many
American universities focusing on the study of central Asia and the Caucasus,
and establishing research centers and creating web sites devoted to these
regions. The paper surveys these efforts and considers many examples to
show the increasing interests in the US in studying the newly-independent
Muslim states of central Asia and the Caucasus. The paper assumes that
American policy towards these states benefits from academic research, which
is mainly funded by the US government and corporations investing in the
Caspian region.

Keywords: Central Asia, Caucasus, Russia, US and Islamic Republics,
Research Centeres, Soviet Union, Sovietology.

* Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Sciences, Faculty of Adminstrative
Sciences, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.

Journal of the Social Sciences
Vol. 29, No. 1 - Spring 2001, pp 7 - 35.
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Economics

The Mutual Trade Relationships between
Saudi Arabia and Major Trade Partners

Khaled Bin Ibrahim Al-Dekhel

Data analysis of Saudi Arabia foreign trade sector shows that the major
five trade partners during the last thirty years (1968-1997) are United States,
Japan, France, Italy, and England. This stdy has two main objectives. First, to
show the economic performance of Saudi trade with each major trade partner.
Second, to develop a simultaneous equations model that takes into account
the interaction between the Saudi economy and the top two trade partners,
i.e., United States and Japan. The empirical results are consistent with prior
expectations and support the mutual causation hypothesis that the demand
for Saudi imports and exports are jointly dependent and each stimulates the
other. It also shows the degree of interdependence between Saudi Arabia and
the economies of United States and Japan. Generally, the results are
significant and in several respects provide advances over those roughly
comparable simultaneous systems.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Simultaneous Equations, Foreign Trade,
Imports, Exports, Mutual Relationships, Demand.

* Associate Professor, Dept. of Economics, King Saud University, Saudl Arabia.

Journal of the Social Sclences
Vol. 28, No. 1 - Spring 2001, pp 37 - 70.
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Ahctract

Psychology

The Effects of Parents - Child Relationship
on Juvenile Delinquency:
A Comparative Field Study

Bassama Kh. Almusallam”

This Study examines the effects of mother/father relationship and the
family atmosphere on Juvenile delinquency. The study was conducted on all
juveniles in Social Care Institutions in the Ministry of Social Affairs in the state
of Kuwait in 1998/1999. The sample number was 99 (94 males and 5
females). The questionaire was especially designed to be administrered in this
study. The study achieved several results, most important of which is that the
relationship between parents (wife - husband) has a great effect on juveniles.
Parents who live together have a positive effect on juvenile delinquency,
meaning that juveniles are less likely to be delinquent. The age and work
status of the father affect delinquency, i.e., older and non - working fathers
have negative effects, while age and working status of mothers have no effect.

Key words: Parental Relationship, Child - Parent Relationship, Juvenile
Delinquency.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Foundation of Education, Faculty of Education,
Kuwait University.

Journal of the Social Sclences
Vol. 28, No. 1 - Spring 2001, pp 71 - 107.
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Sociology

Social Policy and Care of Aged People
in the State of Kuwait

Abdul Wahab M. Al Dhafiri"

This study deals with the cause of aged people in the Kuwaiti society
from a social development perspective. It is interested in studying the status of
aged people in connection with their size in the population formula, the role
they play, the main services rendered to them by the state, and the authorities
entitled with offering these services. The study is also interested in the social,
economic and political dimensions which go side by side with the increased
number of aged people in the population formula. It puts forward some
solutions, methods and suggests ways for taking care of aged people and
activating their role in the development of society through an integrated
national programme in which all the governmental and local bodies concerned
with the causes of aged people participate. The study stresses the negative
effects of the increasing number of aged people on the national savings and
investments since the programmes and projects meant for confronting the
problems of aged people affect other activities. The study recommends the
necessity of concentrating on the need for integrated care aged people in their
natural environment and among their family members and making full use of the
potentials and capabilities of aged people in the development programmes. In
addition to developing health and accomodation services for all aged categories.
The state has to work for consolidating the role of local socieities, public utility
societies and private sector in the field of caring for aged people in addition to
increasing the awareness of the society towards the causes of the aged people,
their problems and needs.

Keywords: Elderly, Social Care, Social Policy, Elderly Programmes,
Accommodation Services.
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Sociology

Social and Cultural Factors Associated with Names in
Saudi Society: An Analytic Comparative Study

Abdulrahman M. Asseri”

Names are not only a matter of words but it is much more than that.
People’s names can refiect many things as: religion, belief, socioeconomic
status, culture, and level of civilization. On the other hand the family's decision
of naming might be affected by many external and intemal factors. Twelve
sociological and cultural factors have been discussed in this study. For
example: Acculturation, Social environment, race, religion, family's names
inheritance, urbanization, family enforcement, communication, birth circum-
stances, and family beliefs and philosophy. Therefore this study aims to
explain those factors associated with people’s names and naming in Saudi
Society in comparison with other socleties. Moreover, the study presents the
diversity of naming patterns in Saudi society in the past and present in
Bedouins, rural, and urban communities. It also traces the change that has
occurred in the nature of naming in each community.

Keywords: Naming, Name's Factors. Arab Names, Childern Naming,
Social Factors, Cultural Factors.

* Associate Professor, Dept. of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, A-Emam
Mohammed Bin Saud University, Saudi Arabia.
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