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131 BALFOUR, ARTHUR JAMES, EARL OF 132

tradition of interest in the Zionist movement. Robert
Arthur Lytton 3rd Earl of Balfour (1902- 1969), his nephes,
supported *Youth Aliyah. In 1939 he offered the fumily
estate and home, Whittingeham, to a Jewish commitlee
as a training school for refugee boys and girls from
Germany. Balfour's niece and biographer Blanche Dug-
dale worked in the political department of the Jewish
Agency in London as @ close collaborator of Chaim

Weizmunn
Bibliography: B. Dugdale. 4. 4. Balfour, 2 vols. (1939); K.
Young, A.J. Balfour (1963): L.Stein, Balfour Declaration (1961).
[ESiL]

BALFOUR DECLARATION, British declaration of
sympathy with ¢ declaration was
€d to Lord Rothschil

Foreigu Office,
Novembar zud, 1517,
i

Tear Lord hothsonild,
1 bave much plessure in conveying £o you, on
behslf of Eix uBJostyls Govermment, th4 following
Geclhretaon of sympathy with dawish Ziooit sspivetions
! hich bes besn submitted 10, und spproved by, the Cadinst.
e {4 Ml Majenty'e Govermment View with favour the
+'1" sntablicimens 1n Faleoting of & ratiomel hooa fox s
Jevieh pacpls;.wnd Will use their best sudesvours vo
facilitate dhe schisvement of this object, it being
clseriy understood that nothing anell be dose which
Tay prejudics mme oivil and raligious Tights of
' swssting non-gswish commniiiss’in Palsstims, or the
rights and political status enjoyed by Jevs in emy
other comntry”.
. T should we grateful af you weuld bring thls
dsclaration & the hﬂl‘llm oI the Zicnist Federdtion.

/““!

Figure |. The Balfour Declaration, now in the British Museum,
London.

Balfour’s name has been associated with the Declaration,
as he warmly advocated it ; but the final decision rested with
the war cabinet, which gave its approval as a considered act
of pol

¢ of the Great Powers, Greal Britain hg

at once began advocating the idea that Great Britain and
the Jews had a common interest in the detachment of
Palestine from the Turkish Empire, and that Britain should
encourage Zionist aspirations. The foreign secretary Sir
Edward Grey showed some interest in Samuel’s ideas,
which, from the outset, had a strong appezl to another
leading member of the Asquith gDvernmnn: *Lloyd
George

Very eurly in the war, Chaim *Weizmann -aleady o
prominent, though not yet a commanding, figure in the
World Zionist Movement, had begun whai e described as
a political reconnaissance. Starting from the same premises
as Samuel, he likewise became convinced that Great Britain
and the Zionists were natural ailies. In September 1914 he
engaged the interest of C. P.*Scott, the influential editor of
the Marnchester Guardian and a close’ persanal friend of
Lloyd George. Through Scott, Weizmann was brought into
contact with Samuel in December 1914 and discovered that
Samuel’s views were substantially identical with his own, In
uary 1915 Samuel arranged for him to meet Lioyd
c. Weizmann was further encouraged by receiving an
e of sympathy with the Zionist cause from the
inister Balfour, on whom he had made a lasting
in an interview in 1906. Weizmann's scientific
him to render important services to the
Admiralty akd the Ministry of Munitions; these brought
him to the noNce of Lloyd George, who became minister of
munitions in the spring of 1915. Thev also kept him in
contact with Baifour who, about the same time, joined the
Asquith cabinet| as first lord of the admiralty. In 1915-16

Weizmann interpsted leading public figures, among them .

Lord Robert Cegil, in Zionist ussociations. In his talks with
them he laid thg foundation of opinion lavorable to the
Zionist cause wifen it was later brought injo the sphere of
practical politicy. At the end of 1914 Weizmann's efforts
had been strengfhened by the arrival in'Londan of Nahum
*Sokolow who| unlike Weizmann, had the status and
authority of a Jmember of the Zionist executive. In 1917
Sokolow playefl a prominent part in the events leading to
the Balfour claration, exercising during that decisive
year an impoftant influence in contacts and negotiations
and undertalfing ‘missions Lo Paris and Rome, where. his.
diplomatic thlents were used to the marked advantage of
the Zionist gause.

The Zignists gained an important supporter carly in
1916, uhcn Samuel attracted the interest of Sir Mark Sykes,
ane of thé government's most influential advisers on eastern
affi kes” education in Zionism was continued by
his cofftacts with Moses *Gaster and, later in 1916, with
Aarpn *Aaronsohn. He believed that it was essential
Great Britain to establish a firm foothold in Palestine
nd that an understanding with the Zionists could help to
strengthen Greul Britain’s position as a partner in the
Anglo-French condominium in Palestine envisaged by the
*Sykes-Picot Agreement of May 1916, From. other quarters

World W‘u‘r'l-sha_,wn in_a.praetical—ferm—oSympath
interesl in the Zionist movement. This was evidenced by the
mns:ﬂerauqn given in 1902 to Herzl’s request for facilities
for, Jewish colonization in the Sinai Peninsula (*El Arish),
_and by the offer, in 1903, of a tract of land for an
autonomous Jewish settlement, under Zionist auspices, in
British East Africa (*Uganda Scheme). Though nothing
came of thes¢ projects, British contacts with the Zionist
*Orgapization before the war form part of the background
tbthe Baifour Dectaration. At the outbreak gf war i 1914,
one -of the members of Asquith’s cabinet was Herbert
*Samuel. Though he had never made it known, he was in
sympathy with the Zjonist movemeni. When Turkey
entered the war gn the side of the Central Powers, Samuel

the g htad been advised that an appeal to Zionist
sentiment might be an effective means of enlisting the
sympathy of American Jews, who, mainly because of their
i for Czarist Russid, were inclined, on the whﬁfedu
ook c;#_ on the Allied cause. In the spring of 1916 Gréy
had gofie so far as to suggest 1q the French and Russian

' governments, but without sutcess, that the Allies should

jointly issue a declaration pledging them to take Zionist
aspirations. in Palestine into account in the: postwar
settlement.

By the end of 1916 the combined efforts of Weizmann
and Samuel, energetically seconded by C. P. Scott, resulted
in the emergence in the inner circle of palicy makers of an
influential body of opinion among the circle favorably
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