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The question whether Origen ever attempted to edit a critical
text of the New Testament has been answered quite diversely. On
the one hand, several scholars,! impressed by Origen’s concern over
the deplorable condition of Biblical manuscripts of his day, have
supposed that, since he sought to remedy these conditions in the
Old Testament by the employment of critical symbols invented by
Homeric commentators, he would have been likely to do the same
for the text of the New Testament, They point, for example, to
Origen’s complaint concerning the variant readings in manuscripts
of the Gospels: “The differences among the manuscripts have be-
come great, either through the negligence of some copyist or through
the perverse audactiy of others; they either neglect to check over
what they have transcribed, or, in the process of checking, they
make additions or deletions as they please.”* In support of the
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The Text of the New Testament
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Alexander Globhe, “Some Doctrinal Variants in Matthew 1 and Luke 2 and

the Authority of the Neutral Text," Catholic Biblical Quarterly, xlii (1980),

pp. 52-72; Perer M. Head, “Chnstology and Textual Transmission: Reveren-
tial Alterations in the Synoptic Gospels," Novum Testamentum, xxxv (1993),
pp. 105-29; Bart D. Ehrman, 7he Orthodox Cormuption of Scripture: The

Effect of Early Christological Controversies on the Text of the New Testament
(Oxford, 1993); idem, “The Text as Window: New Testament Manuscripts

and the Social History of Eardy Christianity,” in The Text of the New Testa-

ment in Contemporary Research, ed. by Ehrman and Holmes, pp. 361-79

13. Jerome complained of the copyists who “write down not what )

they find but what they think is the meaning; and while they attempt 0
rectify the errors of others, they merely expase their own” (seribunt non
qu ’ qi intedegunt; el dum alienos ervores emenaare
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