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NOTES

1. An analysis showing the existence of an identical structural pattern in certain North
American Indian folktales and superstiions has recently demonstrated the possibility of cross-
genre comparisons. The analysis is contained in Alan Dundes, “The Morphology of North
American Indian Folktales,” unpublished doctoral dissertation, Indiana University (Blooming-
ton, Ind., 3962), pp. .196-199. For an analysis showing a common pattern in legends and folk-
tales, see Alan Dundes, “The Binary Structure of Unsuccessful Repetition’ in Lithuanian Folk
Tales,” Western Folklore, XXI (1962), 171.

2. In The Rhetoric, Bk. IlI, Ch. 2, Aristotle says: “Good riddles do, in general, provide us
with satisfactory metaphors: for metaphors imply riddles, and therefore 2 good riddle can furnish
a good metaphor.” .

3. Paris’ definition and many other earlier definitions are summarized by Frederick Tupper,
Jr., in the introduction to his T'hc Riddles of the Exeter Book (Boston, 1910), pp. Xii-xiii. For
a more recent discussion of the riddle as metaphor, sec Reidar Th. Christiansen, “Myth, Metaphor,
and Simile,” in Myth: A Symposium, ed. Thomas A. Sebeok (Bloomington, Ind., 1958).

4. The Poctics, Ch. XXII.

5. The dissertation was published as Newe Beitrage zur Kenntnis des Volksritsels in Palaes-
tra, IV (Berlin, 1899).
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6. For Petsch’s list of the five constituent clements of the true riddle and his discussion of their

uency of occurreace, see ibid., pp. 49-50.
fm‘;. Arctyhcr Taylor, “Problems tn the Study of Riddles,” Southern Folklore Quarterly, 11 (1938),

3 8. Archer Taylor, “The Riddle,” California Folklore Quarterly, 11 (1943), 129. The same
definition is found in English Riddles from Oral Tradition (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1951),

e Ig All examples given in this paper are taken from Archer Taylor, English Riddles from Oral
Tradition. The numbers following the answers are the numbers which Taylor uses.

0. Taylor, “The Riddle,” p. 130. .

1r. Archer Taylor in his introduction to “Riddles” in the Frank C. Brown Collection of
North Carolina Folklore (Durham, 1952), I, 286.

12. Y. M. Sokolov, Ruisian Folklore, tr. Catherine Ruth Smith (New York, 1950), p. 282.
Sokolov, however, does not appear to realize that riddles may consist of blocked as well as un-
blocked metaphors.

13. Taylor, English Riddles from Oral Tradition, pp. 697-698, n. 72.

14. Melville J. and Frandis S. Herskovits, Dakomean Narrative (Evanston, Ill,, 1958), p. 55.

15. William R. Bascom, “Literary Style in Yoruba Riddles,” Journal of American Folkiore,
LXII (1939);"% 2. It is intcresting that there has been another attempt to analyze Yoruba rid-
dles. InTekerring to his unpublished analysis, Robert Plant Armstrong says that he “used the
formal nature of the riddle to achieve a pair of ‘immediate constituents’ representing the riddle
itself, which was viewed as the compounding metaphor, and the answer, viewed as a resolution
of that metaphor” (Robert Plant Armstrong, “Content Analysis in Folkloristics,” in Trends
in Content Analysis, ed. Ithiel de Sola Pool (Urbana, Ill., 1959], p. 161).

The independence of folkloristic structuré from linguistic structure may be illustrated by com-
paring two versions of the same riddle: “What has eyes and can’t see?” and “It has eyes and
can't see.” Disregarding intonational patterns, which are not indicated in most collections of
printed texts, there appears to be, from a linguistic perspective, a syntactic difference between the
two texts, namely one is an interrogative sentence and the other is declarative. Folkloristically
speaking, the two belong to the same structural pattern which is outlined in the present paper.

16. For a di ion of topic and constructions, see Yuen Ren Chao, “How Chinese
Logic Operates,” Anthropological Linguistics, I (1959), 1-8. Charles F. Hockett applies the topic-
comment analysis to English seatences in 4 Course in Modern Linguistics (New York, 1958), p.
201.

Proverbs also consist of a topic-comment structure. However, the proverb merely makes an
assertion which requires no answer. The referent of a proverb is usually a person or situaticn
known to both narrator and audience before the proverb is uttered. In the riddle, the refereat
is presumably initially known only to the riddler. For a preliminary statement of proverb struc-
ture, sec Alan Dundes, “Trends in Content Analysis: A Review Article,” Midwest Folklere,
XII (1962), 37.

17. By traditional we mean that the expression is or was transmitted orally and that it has
or had multiple existence. Multiple existence fmeans that an expression is found at more than
one period of time or in more than one place at any one given time. This multiple existence in
time and/or space usually, though not necessarily, results in the occurrence of variation in the
expression.

18. It is important to distinguish between a change in state and a genuine opposition. There
is a change of state in “It goes upstairs red and comes downstairs black” (a warming pan,
1556), but there is no contradiction. In contrast, in the riddle “It's white’s milk / An’ as black’s
coal, / An’ it jumps on the dyke / Like a new shod foal” (magpie, 1379), there is an apparent
contradition, because it is impossible for an object to be completely black and completely white
at the same time.

It is essential to distinguish between linguistic and folkloristic structure. The presence of a
linguistic negative construction in a riddle does not mean that the riddle contains an opposition,
There are riddles found in Asia, for example, which contain a linguistic negative construction
which are clearly nonoppositional riddles. The negative construction in these riddles merely elimi-
nates one possible answer to the riddle. It does not in any way contradict the preceding descrip-
tive element. A typical example is the following Russian riddle: “She is red [pretty], but she
is not a maid; she is green, but she is not a grove of trees” (carrot) (Sokolov, p. 284). A Bihar

A\



example is: “It has a red crest, yet is not a cock; it has a green back, yet is not a peacock; it has
a long tail, yet is not a monkey; and it has four feet, yet is not a horse” (garden lizard) (Sarat
Chandra Mitra, “Riddles Current in Bihar,” Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, LXX, part

11 [1g01], 36
19. See nates

jon to Aristotle’s di: i PP in The Categories, X. H the’ appli ofa
::;iiﬁcd form of the Aristotelian theory of oppositions to English riddles is our own.
dle may consist of 2 combination of nonoppositional and

hould be noted that a given rids
T deserimtive. clement This is the case in the riddle “What's round as an egg, bas

c;& and can’t sec?” (potato, 277d).

1 and 3 above. We are indebted to Pierre Maranda for drawing our atten.’
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supervisor and Prof. Ahmad Shams Eddin
Al Hagagi and assistant Prof. Sameh Abdul
Ghafar Shaalan as members.

Tarek Faraag and Ayman Nour present
their own field collected set of proverbs
under the title “Folk Proverbs in the Dakhla
Oasis”. Then we have two folk tales
collected and documented by Ahmad
Mohamad Abdual Rehim. Gamal Adawi
then presents his collection of some
morurabaat. Enji Salah Eddin translates a
Chinese folk. tale called “Tales of The Birds
of Bliss”. Next comes Khalil Kolfat's
translation of a folk tale by Bernard Claville
under the title “The White Ape”.

At AL Founoun Al Shaabia library, Nabil
Farag continues to write “Out of the
Memory of Folklore” and talks about louis
Awad (1915-19990). Folklore and folk
literature constituted an important part of
Awad’s cultural project. Awad published
four articles at Al Ahram daily paper about

folk culture such as the Aragouz at Unesco,
Folklore and Reaction and The Notes of the
Reed Pipe and AL Qanoun. Farag’s study
ends with some extracts from the first article
under the title “The Closed Mine”.

In AL Founoun AL Shaabiaa art tour,
research-worker Nevine Mohamad Khalil
presents her Ph. D proposal about “Aesthetic
Vision in the Art of Folk Painting and its
Impact on the Drawings of Innate Artists”.

The proposal will be presented to the
Higher Institue of folk Art at the Academy
of Arts under the supervsion of Prof. Hani
Torahim Gaber. Also at the tour, Sami
Bekhit presents a brief survey of the artistic
career of plastic and graphic artist Said Al
Messiri who relied on the brush and natural
colors without heavily drawing on
mechanical and chemical substances.

Translated by:
Mohammad Bahnasy



Ghatawi”. The book is a fine example of the
peculiar and distiguished style of its author
who combines filed work experience with a
knowledge of oral culture along with his
reliance on modern methodology which
reflects his comprehensive vision and
rigorous mental discipline. The book
consists of a theoretical introduction, two
chapters and a conclusion. The introduction
surveys the term in classical Arabic
tradition. In the first chapter, the author
discusses riddles and their significance.The
second chapter is cocerned with the aesthetic
aspects of riddles.The conclusion is a
collection of folk riddles in Kuwait. The
importance of AL Nagar’s research,
Abdulah believes, lies in the collection and
classification of riddles even though it is
conducted within a traditional framework.
The material collected and classified by AL
Nagar is quite original and his study is a
genuine contribution to folk literary studies.
Gouda Al Refaai reviews Abdul Malik
Mortad’s “Algerian Folk Riddles: A Study
of the Riddles of the Algerian West”, The
book is an important contribution by a
literary critic who wrote more than thirty
books n the field of literary criticism. The
book was published in 1982 and consists of
218 pages of medium size. It falls into two
parts. The first part handles the content of
folk riddles and is made up of four chapters
dealing with the content of riddles and their
cultural value and time and place in riddles.
The second part handles the artistic form of
folk riddles and consists of two chapters. It
focusses on the language of folk riddles and
is a stylistic study of folk riddles at the
phonic and structural levels. The book

W

contains an introduction, a conclusion and
an appendix of the corpus of riddles
collected and studied by Mortad.

Under the title “Towards A Structural
Definition of Riddle”, Doaa Mostafa
presents her translation of an important
study by Rabert. A. Georges and Alan
Dundes who unanimously agree that the
riddle is an appropriate topic for
morphological study. Yet, there is no
folklorist who is able to propose an
appropriate definition of the riddle by using
specific and concrete terms. The lack of an
adequate morphological definition of
individual species hinders trans-generic
study. The riddle is an instance of this
inadequately and poorly defined term.
Georges and Dundes discuss the various
definitons and designations of the term
starting with Aristotle who was the first to
define the the term and identified it with
metaphor. Gaston Paris followed suit. Petsch
broadened the discussion of the term in his
Ph. D thesis and later it was Archer Taylor
who made the greatest contribution to the
study of this genre. William Bascom’s
definition is quite foundational as it laid
down the basis of stylistic analysis based on
linguistic components apart from the
structural models on which Georges and
Dundes based their study. Ahmad Tawfik
presents a number of riddles collected from
Assiout governorate. The file ends with a
follow-up by Ahmed Bahi Eddin Ahmed of
an M. A thesis by research-worker Doaa
Mostafa entitled * Riddles: A field Study in
Folk literature”, The board of examiners
consisted of Prof. Ahmad Aly Moursi as a



account for the prominent economic role of

pearl divers as a distinct class.

Taalat Shahin presents his translation of
Garcia Santos Thomas’s study “The Arts of
Fire and Comedy in Evening Celebrations”
The study sets out to examine “The Arts of
Fire” by Michael De Sirto within the
framework of his analysis of carnvalistic
works in the writings of Thomas Hobbes,
Michael Bakhtin, Michael Presto, Pierre
Bourdien and others. The book provides us
with an approximate idea of what seeing a
comedy on Sunday meant to the inhabitants
of Madrid. We are confronted with a theatre
without a theatre as nothing is narrated by
the festive performance as such. Its
significance as a social means of
entertainment is conveyed in a few hours.
Such was the only outlet in which woman
played a leading role i;l a limited society.

Festivals and folk celebrations are vitally
important within the system of Egyptian folk
customs and traditions. In her study about
the celebration of Sham EL Nessim at Port
Said, Maather Ibrahim Mohamed Abou
Eish, stresses the social background
underlying this festive occasion. The article
is a filed study conducted in 2007. It is also
based on some historical references and
records which reveal the distinguishing
features of the-Port Saidian character and its

mental outlook.

At the end of her study, Abou Eish points
out the coherence of Port Saidian society
and the strong impact of ancient Egyptian
customs and traditions on this society. This

is quite manifest in food and eating habits

such as eating colored eggs, salted fish.
green onion and. lettuce The study also
emphasizes the impact of foreign
communities which is revealed by the
insistence on eating mangaouna and burning
the dummy representing the figure of a
tyrant English ruler as a form of resistance
and protest.

The file of this issue is concerned with a
folk literary genre which did not get the
close critical attention it merits, i.e. folk
riddles. This genre is known throughout the
Arab world under different designations. It
is known in Egypt as fawazir, in Gulf states
as ghatawi and as hazazir in Syria, Lebanon
and occupied Palestine. The first study in
this file is Safwat Kamal's article “The
Importance of Folk Riddles”. Kamal points

-out the role and educational, recreational

and cultural functions of the riddle. The
study also tackles the structure and linguistic
and rhetorical components of the riddle.
Kamal defines the riddle as an enigma raised
by the speaker who deliberately employs
ambiguity to mislead the listener and hide
his intention. As a result, it becomes
extremely difficult for the listener to
perceive the intended meaning. The poser of
the riddle should be linguistically competent
and should have an excellent command of
lexical items and the various an conflicting
nominclatures. The riddle is characterized
by a special cadence and a specific sonorous
quality and is usually cast in either prose or
verse form. Like other forms of folk
literature, it comprises sensuous symbols
overlapping with contemplative visions.

Fathi Abdulah presents a detailed review
of Mohamad Ragab Al Nagar “Kuwaiti
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in accordance with a number of eriteria; in
the first place, the language in which the
book is narrated is mostly oral. Secondly,
the book is full to the brim of fantastic and
bizarre ideas which makes it more likely to
regard the book as a book of entertainment
and exotica. Furthermore, the book
comprises some invaluable information
about genealogy.

In a study entitled “The Tale Tree and
The Authorized Narrator in the Tales of The
One Thousand and One Nights”, Medhat AL
Gayar studies the logic underlying the
structure and discursive language of the first
forty tales of the Nights. Al Gayar sheds
light on the overall, intellectual,
tarns-temporal and tarns-spatial dilemma in
the tales, i.e. gender relationship or the
relation between man and woman. The
Nights has characteristically dealt with the
mutual fears between the sexes but showed
some bias towards woman and her heroism
and potential which renders her the
permanent concern of man at all social
levels. Al Gayar pays close attention to the
narrative role of woman in the tales and
uncovers the feminist focus of narration, i.e.
sexual betrayal and sexual pleasure and the
courage of Shahrazad as a sort of feminist
savior thorough her amazing powers of
narration. Shahrazad is also largely
responsible for changing the worldview of
the narratee.

Susan Said’s study which is entitled
“Celebrating Virgin Mary in Egypt” tackles
the relationship between folk text, material
products and festive practices. All churches
of Egypt celebrate the entrance of the Virgin
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into Egypt at the coptic month of Kiak
which christians call the month of Magy.
The clecbration assumes the form of
reciting daily prayers and eulogies. Each
town or village celebrates her entrance at
exactly the date of her agrival to this
particular place. The celebrations usually
turn into popular festival

sociated with
the history of the local region. During these
monthly celebrations pious christians from
Egypt and the whole wide world flock into
such regions. Al Said traces the various
references to the journey of the Virgin and
her divine child in the gospel of Mathew, the
Holy Quran and other traditional Islamic and
folkloric sources and presents a field
specimen of such celebrations in the city of
Samanoud, Gharbia governorate. It is held
by the local church on the 24t day of the
coptic month of Bashnath which
corresponds to the first of July. At the same
time, the church of Samanoud celebrates the
transference of the corpse of saint Abanoub
on 21 through 31 July. The people who
attend the celebration usually stay at the
churchyard near the water well in there.

Pearl diving areas constitute the subject
matter of Nawaf Abdul Aziz AL Gahma's
study in which he surveys the records of
medieval commercial travelers of Morocco
and Andalusia concerning the Gulf area.
Pearl diving and pear! trade prevailed in this
region and constituted the main profession
of Gulf residents. Al Gahma discuses certain
issues pertaining to pearl diving in the
information and images provided by the
geographers and travelers who visited that
area. The study discusses the authenticity
and realism of such accounts and sets out to
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This Issue

This issue starts with a study by Safwat
Kamal entitled “Cultural Continuity and The
Vitality of Folk Traditions”. The study
emphasizes the dynamism and diversity of
folk traditions at both the temporal and
spatial levels within the same culture. Kamal
cites a number of cultural, social and
doctrinal examples which confirm the
validity of his conception of cultural
continuity such as the idea of immortality
and resurrection which was held by the
ancient Egyptians and found its perfect
embodiment in the myth of Isis and Osiris.
This idea has been passed down to modern
Egyptians and is quite apparent in their folk
beliefs and religious practices as it is evident
in their celebration of their local saints. such
celebrations serve as an excellent occasion
in which diverse forms of folk creativity and
folk arts are shown. Such arts are deeply
rooted in ancient Egyptian beliefs. Their
diversity and flexibility of movement are
remarkable as they are transmitted rather
freely across places, social groups,
generations and time. Kamal refers to Siwa
Oasis and Nubia as remarkable examples in
this respect. Kamal maintains that this
diversity and continuity have enlivened

Egyptian culture and given folk life in Egypt
its own specific cultural character which,
though it is constantly changing, does not
lose its authenticity. Folk arts are in fact an
expression of the collective ego which is, in
turn, an expression of man’s thoughts,
feelings and his existential stance. Form
may change while function remains.
Function may change while form remains.
Both form and function may change, yet
their teleology remains and continues to
exist.

Ahmad Zoghb presents his mythological
approach to AL Edwani’s book in a study
about “Fantasy in Written Folk Traditions”.
The book is a manuscript which dates back
to the seventh century AD. Copies of the
manuscript were disseminated throughout
Algeria and near Nafta in Tunisia. It was
published for the first time in French by
Feraud, the translator of the French army
and was published in Receuil, the French
magazine. It was published for the first time
in Arabic in 1996. It comprises the history
of Arab tribes, sufi sects in addition to some
tales and events. It resembles for the most
part the Hilalia sira and this led Zoghb to
classify the book as a book of folk literature
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