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Abstract

What is Philasophia? What is Philosophiis? What is Siifistiqga? What is Siifistiqa?
These words are derived from the same root, yet their meanings are diametrically
not. Philasophia (Philosophy) and Philosophiis (Philosopher) are opposed
respectively to Siufistiga (Sophistry), and the Sufistiqi (Sophist). These words are
compounds: Philasophia and Philosophiis are composed of Phila and Sophia (or
sophiis); Stfistiqa, and Stfistiqi are composed of sophiis and (st)iqi. However, all
these forms are composed of Sophia, which forms the second part of the formulae
Philasophia and Philosophiis, and the first part of Siifistiqa and Siifistiqi. When the
second part of the compound noun is: “...-Sophia”, Phila-sophia or Philo-sophtis, the
word has a positive meaning, namely the love of wisdom, and when the first part of
the compound noun is “Sophia-...”, Sufistiqa or Stfistiqi, the word has a negative
meaning, namely pseudo-wisdom.

Keys words: Philosophia, Philosophiis, Siifistiqa, Sifistigi, “Sophia-...”, “..-
Sophia”, Platon, Aristote, Al-Farabi.
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