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World News

Amid the current global crisis the entire
world is facing as a result of the spread
of Coronavirus (COVID19-), officially
announced by the World Health
Organization (WHO) as a pandemic, the
GeneralSecretariatforFatwaAuthorities
Worldwide stressed the necessity
of shouldering the responsibility and
showing global solidarity to counter
this virus. The General Secretariat
stated that countering the pandemic
must be through undertaking the
necessary policies and following medical
instructions announced by official
health organizations and institutions
for protection and treatment.

In a news statement, the General
Secretariat called on people and the
entire international community to
raise awareness and adhere to the
highest levels of sanitation to ward
off dangers. It is necessary, the news
statement clarified, to follow health
guidelines announced by official
institutions and stay away from
gatherings including congregations
in the houses of worship. According

The General Secretariat for Fatwa Authorities
Worldwide calls for transboundary cooperation
over. CORONAVIRUS (COVID19-) spread

to Islamic law, it is permissible to
offer prayers at home in the event
of natural disasters such as floods,
storms, epidemics and infectious
diseases. As for circulating rumors,
the General Secretariat warned people
against exploiting this global crisis to
stir horror in the communities, instead
people should help one another to
overcome this difficult time.

From his part, Dr. lbrahim Negm,
the  Secretary-General for the

General  Secretariat for Fatwa
Authorities Worldwide, stated that
the current global crisis requires

that all governments worldwide must
undertake the responsibility to protect
their people and give precedence
to the public interests over private
concerns to limit the spread of this
infectious virus. “Achieving personal
gains through monopoly and raising
the prices of essential goods and
medical requirements is prohibited in
Islamic law and is considered an act of
treason,” Dr. Negm said.



Over

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK:

Saudi Arabia suspends prayers at two
HOLY MOSQUES in Makkah, Madinah

Saudi Arabia has suspended
prayers at Masjid Al-Haram in
Makkah and Masjid al-Nabawi
(mosque of Prophet Muhammad)
in Madinah as a precautionary
measure to curb the spread of
the coronavirus (COVID19-).

The Spokesperson for the General
Presidency for the Grand Mosque
and the Prophet’s Mosque, Hani
bin Hosni Haider, stated that
the Presidency and the security
and health authorities decided
to suspend the presence and
prayers in the outer squares

of the Grand Mosque and the
Prophet’s Mosque starting
Friday, March 2020 ,20 as part
of precautionary and preventive
measures to prevent the spread
of the Novel Coronavirus.

Saudi authorities had earlier
suspended congregational
prayers in all mosques except the
two holy mosques.



Suspending Congregational Prayers
in Egypt’s Mosques over Coronavirus
(COVID19-) Outbreak

Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar
A Public Statement

It is permissible to suspend the Friday prayer
and the other daily congregational prayers
in mosques to protect people from the
Coronavirus spread.

Praise be to God alone; may His Peace and
Blessings be on Muhammad, the Seal of the
Prophets!

According to the successive health
reports about the rapid dissemination of
Coronavirus (COVID19-), the continuously

recurrent medical information
indicates that the true danger
of this virus consists in the ease
and speed with which it can
spread. In addition, the patient
having the virus may not exhibit
the symptoms; hence, s/he, not
knowing that s/he is sick, may
transmit the virus everywhere s/
he visits.

Since one of the greatest
objectives of the Islamic Shari'ah
is to preserve the lives of people
and protect them from harm and
danger, the Council of Senior
Scholars at al-Azhar al-Sharif,
out of its sense of responsibility,
would like to inform the officials
everywhere that it is permissible
to suspend the Friday prayer
and the five daily congregational
prayers in the mosques. This
may be done lest an outbreak of
the virus should occur and harm
people and the welfare of their
countries.

Based on the authentic health
reports and the official statistics
of the deaths caused by this
contagious disease around the
world, it is deemed obligatory for
patients and elderly people to
stay at home and abide by the
protective measures declared
by the concerned departments
in each country. They must not
go to the mosques for the Friday
prayer or the other five daily
congregational prayers. The large
number of patients, the high
probability of infection, and the
ability of the virus to develop are
all signs that help us estimate the
danger that this epidemic is likely
to cause.

Therefore, the officials in charge
of every country have to make
every possible effort and take
precautions and protective
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measures to prevent the outbreak of
the virus. Since preserving people’s
health is one of the greatest objectives
of the Islamic Shari'ah, scholars have
agreed that an event that is highly
likely to occur is regarded as an actual
one; therefore, an imminent danger
takes the ruling of a real one.

The following Hadith, narrated by
both Al-Bakhart and Muslim, is a proof
of the permissibility of halting the
Friday prayer and the other five daily
congregational prayers temporarily to
avoid the outbreak of an epidemic:

'Abdullah lbn 'Abbas reported that he
said to the prayer caller (Mu'adhin)
on a rainy day, "When you have
announced ‘|l testify that Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah,” do not say,
‘Come to the prayer,” but say, ‘pray
in your homes.” He (the narrator) said
that the people disapproved of it, so
Ibn 'Abbas said, "Are you astonished?
He (the Prophet, PBUH.), who is better
than me, did it. The Friday prayer is no
doubt obligatory, but | do not like to
put you in difficulty by walking in mud
and slippery grounds".

This Hadith guides us not to perform
the congregational prayers in order
to avoid the difficulty of going to the
mosque in the rain. More dangerous
than this, of course, is the danger
of the epidemic. Therefore, when
an epidemic occurs, following the
license of not performing the Friday
prayer is in accordance with reason,
jurisprudence, and the Shari'ah. The
alternative, according to the Shari'ah,
is to perform the noon prayer, which
is four units (rak'as) instead of two,
at home or in any place that is not
crowded.

Scholars concluded that being afraid
for one’s life, one’s property, or one’s
family are excuses for a Muslim not to
attend the Friday prayer or the other
five daily congregational ones. "Abu
Dawad narrated, on the authority of

Ion 'Abbas that the Prophet (PBUH.)
said, 'Whoever heard the caller to
prayer and did not have an excuse
[for going to the mosque], his prayer
would not be accepted.' They asked,
'What is the excuse?' He said, 'fear, or

sickness'".

Another Hadith that supports this idea
is the one reported by both Al-Bakhart
and Muslim in their Sahihs on the
authority of 'Abdul Rahman lbn 'Auf
who heard the Prophet (PBUH.) say,
“When you hear that it (a pandemic)
is breaking out in a certain territory,
do not go there. If it breaks out in
the territory you are in, do not go out
fleeing away from it”.

The Prophet (PBUH) has prohibited
those whose smell might hurt others
from attending the prayers in the
mosque in order not to harm the
other worshippers. On the authority of
Jaber, may Allah be pleased with him,
Al-Bukhart reported that the Prophet
(PBUH) said, '"Whoever has eaten garlic
or onion should keep away from us [or
from our mosque] and stay at home'”.
The harm mentioned in this Hadith is
limited and ends with the conclusion
of the prayer. How about the harm of
an epidemic that is highly contagious
and that might lead, may Allah forbid,
to an uncontrollable catastrophe?

Because of the rapid dissemination
of this virus and its fatal effects, and
because no successful treatment
has been found so far, the Muslim
is excused if he does not attend
the Friday prayer or the other daily
congregational  prayers.

Therefore, the Council of Senior
Scholars at Al-Azhar has come to
the conclusion that the state has
the right to temporarily suspend the
Friday prayer or the other five daily
congregational prayers if it sees that
they may lead to the spread of this
dangerous virus.



“PRAY atyourHOMES”,Egypt's
Dar al-Ifta issues a fatwa to
enforce social distancing over
CORONOAVIRUS (COVID19-)
spread

Over Coronavirus (COVID19-)
outbreak, Egypt's Dar al-Ifta
seconds the decision made the
ministry of Awqaf (endowments)
and the Grand Imam of al-Azhar,
Dr. Ahmed al-Tayyeb to suspend
regular five prayers and weekly
Friday prayers in mosques to
enforce social distancing.

The fatwa mentioned that the
Companion ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas
(may God be pleased with them)
said to the caller to prayer
(Mu'adhin) on a rainy day, "When
you say ‘l testify that Muhammad
is the Messenger of God,” do not
say, ‘Come to the prayer,” but
say, ‘pray at your homes.” He (the
narrator) said that the people
disapproved of it, so ibn "Abbas
said, "Are you astonished? He
(the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him), who is better than
me, did it. The Friday prayer is no
doubt obligatory, but | do not like
to put you in difficulty by walking
in mud and slippery grounds".

In a following news statement,
Egypt's Dar al-Iftaasked Egyptians,
OPPOSING THIS DECESION, to
adhere to all medical procedures
and health protective measures
announced by authorities in
charge and stay at home to limit
the spread of this pandemic. The
Dar confirmed that insisting on
performing prayers in mosques
and contradicting the decisions in
this case is prohibited in Shari’ah
(haram) and whoever contradicts
this will be held blameworthy.
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The Imam al-Qarafi PRIZE for distinction in IFTA : The General
Secretariat for Fatwa Authorities Worldwide promotes

SCHOLARLY

The General Secretariat for Fatwa
Authorities Worldwide announced
the launch of Imam al-Qarafi
prize for distinction as part of its
strategy to pursue the spirit of
scholarly competition and promote
Ifta’ research inside official fatwa
institutions worldwide. The Imam
al-Qarafi prize for distinction in
Ifta’ will be annually rewarded as
part of the activities of the annual
international conference held by
the General Secretariat in Cairo.

research

Dr. Ibrahim Negm, Senior Advisor
to Egypt’s Mufti, Secretary-General
for the General Secretariat for
Fatwa  Authorities  Worldwide,
stated in a news statement that
Imam al-Qarafi comes in line with
the set of initiatives announced
by the General Secretariat in its
international conference 2019 to
promote fatwa research with a
view to enrich the distinguished
scholarly and juristic efforts that
serve the craft of issuing fatwa in
our modern times.

Dr. Negm informed that the
deadline for receiving researchers

and nomination forms from fatwa
institution is 10th of Dhul-Hijja,
1441 A.H- July 31st, 2020.

Cadidates have to send their
researches and nomination forms
via this email: Qarafiaward@
fatwaacademy.org

The Imam Qarafi Award is granted
under the supervision of a
distinguished board including Dr.
Shawki Allam, the Grand Mufti and
President of the General Secretariat
for Fatwa Authorities Worldwide,
Dr. lbrahim Negm, the Secretary-
General, two members from the
General Secretariat and a group of
specialized scholars covering the
topics announced by the prize.

According to Dr. Negm, this year’s
award will be granted for the
following:

+The fatwa institutions distiniction
in Ifta.

+ The researches dedicated to the
subject of “Artificial Intelligence”
with a view to study its juristic
effects in general and fatwa
relevant research in specific.



Applying) Fighy off

‘Necessity’,
Riotecting) Lives;

DR. Ibrahim Negm

“  Secretary General for Fatwa
Authorities Worldwide




The Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) is
known for its capacity and applicability
to all times, places, conditions and
people in a manner that attests to
its flexibility to embrace changing
circumstances whatsoever hard.

To this effect, there is Figh al-Nawazil
(Jurisprudence and fatwas for newly
emerging issues) that depends on
understanding and applying the
concept of Darurah (necessity) at
the times of hardship and coming
up with fatwas that help people
survive such emerging or exceptional
circumstances.

With the Coronavirus (COVID19-)
outbreak worldwide, Muslims are in bad
need for applying the Figh of necessity
through issuing fatwas that facilitate
this emerging case of hardship while
maintaining the boundaries of the
rulings of Islamic law. In this context,
Imam Shafi’ said, “If a matter is difficult,
ease it; and if a matter is easy, restrict
it”.

Jurists and legal theorists (Usulyun)
deductedanumberoflegalmaximsfrom
the actions and tacit approval of the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) at difficult times and emerging
circumstances. These include the
legal maxim which states, “Necessity
renders the prohibited permissible”.
However, according to the two Imams
ibn al-Subki and al-Suyti, necessity
is measured according to its extent.
Based on this perception, jurists, for
instance, permitted consuming dead
meat or drinking alcohol under a life or
death situation.

Deducting the rulings of Figh is
mainly based on  meticulously
balancing interest (maslaha) and harm
(mafsadah), and therefore, jurists
stated that it is essential to balance
what comes under necessity and that
which is a restriction. Based on this,
allowing a matter which is basically
restricted in Islamic law is intended to

protect lives, property, faith, progeny
and honor or comes to lift the hardship
upon experiencing a fatal danger that
inevitably threatens lives. Jurists
agreed that this last case comes under
the concept of necessary human
needs (hajiyyat) which takes the same
ruling as achieving the five objectives
of Islamic law. In this respect, jurists
agreed that “need”, either public or
personal, takes the same ruling as
necessity and in another relevant legal
maxim, jurists stated that “difficulty
begets ease”.

Applying and enacting these legal
maxims at times of hardships or
emerging circumstances removes
harm, facilitates things for mukallafeen
(legally responsible individuals) and
proves the greatness of Figh and
capaciousness of Islamic law. Scholars
and jurists, on the other hand, have
to realize that applying these legal
maxims at times of need or necessity
comes in line with and achieves the
five main objectives of Islamic law.

In line with these legal maxims,
Egypt’s Dar al-Ifta and the Council of
Senior Scholars at al-Azhar stated
in their fatwas that it is permissible
not to attend the congregational
and Friday prayers in mosques due
to the COVID19- outbreak, which
unquestionably achieves one of the
objective of Islamic law; namely
protecting lives. With this rapid spread
of the virus worldwide, the fatwa could
go further to endorse preventing
congregations inside mosques the
same as preventing other forms of
gatherings. Having the virus hitting
Muslims in other Muslim countries due
to religious gatherings, it becomes
necessary, in this case, and obligatory
upon scholars and jurists to warn
people against participating in any
religious collective activities.

To this effect, scholars stated that
it suffices to engage in individual



religious activities or group online
communications. This is because
protecting lives takes precedence over
practicing or performing any religious
rites including pilgrimage (hajj and
‘umrah) and Friday prayer.

There are many scholars and jurists
who maintained the legal objective
of preserving lives and gave it a
priority over other objectives including
preserving faith or observing “religious
rites”. Imam al-Razi said in his book al-
Mahsoul fi ‘llm al-Usul (vol.5, P. 220),
“Matters that come under Darurah are
that which dedicated to achieving any
of the five objectives of Islamic law and
that include protecting lives, property,
progeny, faith and intellect”.

Imam al-Zarkashi defined necessity
his book in al-Bahr al-Muheet (vol.7,
P. 266), “It means achieving one of
the five objectives agreed upon by
all heavenly revealed legislations.
These include: First, protecting lives
by legislating retaliation (qisas),
without which people might kill one
another with no right and stir conflict
over interests... Fourth, protecting
(religion) for the sake of faith itself
and engaging in defending it against
the perpetrators...”

Imam al-Esnawi said in Nihayat al-Soul
Sharh Minhaj al-Wusul (vol.1, P.256),
“The five objectives of Islamic law
include: Protecting lives, intellect,
property, progeny and honor”.

He, Imam al-Esnawi, also reported in
the same book that ibn al-Hajib said,
“The objective relating to preserving
religion comes at the end of the list of
Islamic law’s objectives since the rights
of humans are based on controversy”.

In this respect, it is worthy to mention
that the apparent conflict between
protecting lives and protecting religion
is only relating to observing the rites
of the religion and is not relating to
guestioning creed (‘agidah) matters.

‘Agidah is that firm belief in the
believer’s heart and does not entail any
guestionin this context of applying Figh
of necessity. Therefore, God Almighty
permitted whoever is coerced to show
disbelief to utter it only verbally as
per His words, “Whoever disbelieves
in God after his belief, except for
one who is forced [to renounce his
religion] while his heart is assured with
faith. But those who [willingly] open
their hearts to disbelief, upon them
is wrath from God, and for them is a
great punishment” (Quran 106 :16).

This verse was revealed when the
polytheists, in Mecca, forced Ammar
ibn Yasir (may God be pleased with
him) to utter inappropriate words
about the Messenger of God (peace
and blessings be upon him) and praise
their idols. Upon meeting him, the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) asked, “Ammar! What is the
matter?” He responded, ‘O Messenger
of God, | have been ruined! These
tyrants gave me so much grief that
| uttered some inappropriate words
about you and praised their idols.’
To which the Prophet responded,
‘How do you find your heart?” Ammar
responded, ‘O Messenger of God, my
heart is still in full assurance of faith’.
The Prophet replied, “If they ever do it
again, do the same.”




/‘]__I T
Bricges
Issued by the General Secretariat

For Fatwa Authorities Worldwide.
Issue (12), Sha'ban 1441 Ah.




