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Preface

Al-Magasid Reseach Centre in the Philosophy of Islamic Law was
established with a mission to revive the magasid/purposes/principles
of the Islamic law in all branches of knowledge. Thus, the Centre has
a vision for a primary role of these principles in areas beyond the
realm of the classic sciences of figh (Islamic law). Ijtihad (Re-
interpretation), in this sense, takes a much wider meaning and scope
than its traditional juridical meaning and scope, and is understood to
includes original and creative ‘teleological’ research in all branches of
knowledge.
Moreover, Al-Maqasid Research Centre has a mandate for the
researched philosophy of Islamic law to address contemporary and
practical issues that concern Muslims and Islamic scholarship, rather
than ‘philosophy’ in an introvert or self-absorbed sense.
Therefore, when Al-Maqasid Research Centre offered an advanced
course on Magqasid al-Shariah and Contemporary Issues, in
collaboration with the Faculty of Law, Alexandria University, Egypt,
in the Fall term of 2006, the course curriculum truly represented both
the mission and mandate mentioned above.
The following is a table of contents of the research material covered in
this course, as presented by its co-lecturers in this book.
1. A fundamental entry to the knowledge of magasid, Prof.
Mohamed Kamal Imam.
2. A magqasidi entry to ijtihad, Dr. Jasser Auda.
3. A magqasidi entry to development, Dr. Hassan Jabir.
4. Civil society in light of the universal magasid of Islamic law,
Dr. Ibrahim al-Bayyoumi Ghanem.
5. Activating the magasidi paradigm in the political and social
fields, Prof. Saif Abdel-Fattah.
6. The purpose of justice and its effect in the Islamic law, Prof.
Awad Muhammad Awad.
7. The idea of magqasid in positive law, Prof. Mohamed El-Awa.
It is my pleasure to present these valuable and path-breaking
contributions in the name of Al-Maqasid Reseach Centre.

Jasser Auda, PhD
Director, Al-Magqasid Reseach Centre
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