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The most important of the six is the combination of

the incidents of the story. Tragedy iz essentialy an imitation not of persons
but of action and life, of happiness and misery. All human happiness or mi-
sery takes the form of action; the end for which we live is a certain kind
of activity, not a quality. Character gives us qualities, but it is in our
actions — what we do — thai we are bhappy or the reverse. In a play accord-
ingly they do not act in order to portray the Characters; they include the
Characters for the sake of the action.
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The third is to make them like the reality, which is not the same as their

being good and appropriate, in our sense of the term. Co
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The fourth is to make them consistent and the same throughout ; oven if

inconsistency be part of the man before for imitation as presenting that form
of character, he should still be consigtently inconsistent.

Le quatriéme point est la constance ; si méme le personnage s @l Ly kil
qui vst Pobjet de Vimitation est inégal & Iui - méme et que ce soit 12 le
caractére qu'on lui préte, il faut encore qu'il soit également inégal.
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Let us pass over this, then, as appertaining to another art, and not to that of
poetry.
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Ross, Aristotle, 277: ARhythm Daneing
Language Prose-imitation (mimes, Socratic dialogues)

Rhythm + language Elegles, epics
Rhythm + tune Instrumental music
Rhythm -+ language + tune Lyrics, tragedy, comedy.
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